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tressed people in divers maladies, they were on that
account, and deservedly too, had in great esteem,
were reverenced, and even worshipped by the
people.

I could give many examples in history from the
most ancient times, when their physicians and
astronomers were, after their decease, ranked
among their gods, and doubtless were had in a
profound veneration, while they were living.

In a word, science and useful knowledge being
young in the world, those men who gave them-
selves up to the first searches after those things,
were thought worthy of the greatest honours, and
were had in the greatest esteem ; indeed they very
well deserved of mankind, since they gave such
noble testimonies of their being devoted to the
public good. Thus Prometheus, who is said to be
chained down to mount Caucasus, with a vulture
preying upon his bowels; the substance or meaning
of which was no more than this : that he gave him-
self so entirely up to the study of astronomy, and
to search after the knowledge of the heavenly mo-
tions, that the eager desire after the knowledge of
them gnawed into his very vitals, consumed his
natural strength, and proved fatal to his health ; and
that this was upon mount Caucasus, intimated only,
that he chose a high hill, or a summit among those
mountains, where he used to lie on his back whole
nights together, to make his observations more ex-
actly of the revolving motions of the stars, till he
contracted distempers by the colds and damps of
the air, so that he was, as it were, chained down to
those mountains, till the diseases he contracted eat
out his very bowels.

This is that Prometheus, who, for his exquisite
knowledge, is feigned by the poets to have first
formed man ; that is to say, formed the model of a
man by the help of water and earth, and then stole